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Articles

Armstrong, Matthew. (2003). General Music: Using the Web to Teach Middle School 


General Music. Teaching Music. December 2003, 11(3), p.24-28. 


This article was about teacher-designed worksheets which used the World Wide Web as a research tool to find answers to music trivia questions. Armstrong suggests using this method of teaching general music to middle school students. After studying several websites for content, he developed several questions for the students to be able to navigate the site and find answers to various questions. He tried to get the students to read the information and admitted that the students got caught up in watching and listening to too many audio and video clips in the process. Though the activity seemed very shallow to me, an attempt to connect technology and music was made by Armstrong, and I can see his experience with this kind of lesson sparking other ideas in the use of the Internet by teachers after reading this article. For example, I might use this activity with 5th graders to introduce a unit on a certain topic, rather than a stand-alone activity.

Hinkley, June. (2000). Music Matters: Progress on the Technology Express. Teaching 


Music. February 2000, 7(4), p12-13. 


This article is about the recently published Opportunity-to-Learn (OTL) Standards for Music Technology created by the MENC Task Force on Music Technology and available through the MENC website. Throughout the OTL standards are recurring themes that software and hardware choice should be made on the basis of what students need to know in music (learning goals) and that music classes should be afforded the same opportunity to access technology resources, including labs, as other classes in the school. The use of the OTL standards as an advocacy tool by music educators can help to refine music education programs and not waste the opportunities available in our technology rich environments. 

Johnson, Ken. (1997). Internet Music Education Resources. Music & Computers. May-


June 1997, 3(3), p 63-64, 66, 78. 


Johnson, former music educator and current sales manager for Opcode Systems,  reviews and discusses several URL’s of interest to music educators. Some of these include Music 101, an interactive site for learning music concepts; Jazz Central Station, a wealth of jazz information and activities to learn about jazz. He also discusses some of the necessary plug-ins, or helper applications, one would need to begin to browse these pages, such as a MIDI player like RealAudio, and Shockwave, a multimedia viewer. Johnson also posted all of the links listed, plus more, on the Music & Computers “Music Links” page. I visited this later, and found many, many more links reviewed and recommended by Johnson and others. 

Kassner, Kirk. (2001). Technology for Musicianship: Using the Internet for Music


Instruction. General Music Today, Winter 2001, 14(2), p.30-32. 


Kassner compiles technology advice from three “pioneers” in music technology who presented at MENC conferences: Laura Ferguson (University of Illinois), James F. Daugherty (University of Kanas), and Sandi MacLeod (Vermont MIDI Project). Ferguson advises that teachers can create multimedia websites to help with instruction of concepts in the classroom. She explains the ease of software programs already on the school computers that can be used to develop multimedia presentations. She outlines four steps for creating customized music and movies and putting them on a relevant website. Daugherty briefly explains ChoirONLINE, an interactive learning tool for learning according to the national standards which can be adapted for general music. Finally, MacLeod presents information about the Vermont MIDI project, a high-tech equivalent to the historical Contemporary Music Project, in which students can compose music  using computer technology such as MIDI, and share, critique and evaluate with the help of professional composers. Over 6000 students are involved in the project and professional composers are offered a stipend for their involvement. MacLeod also presented useful websites for music educators which I can include in the links section of my website. 

Kersten, Fred. (2004). Using MIDI Accompaniments for Music Learning at School and at 


Home. Music Educators Journal. March 2004, 90(4), p. 44-49. 


Kersten describes and educates the reader about MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) and it’s use at home and school as an accompaniment tool. He describes several software programs to create MIDI files and several websites for home practice use. Kersten also gives a sample lesson and step-by-step instructions for the gradual inclusion of MIDI into the music curiculum, beginning with viewing some of the sample files given as example in the article. He also gives suggestions for who o turn to for technical help, such as Sam Reese’s website from the University of Illinois. 

Langol, Stefani. (1998). Computers in Education: A Groove Tool for School. Music & 


Computers. April 1998, 4(3), p 73-74. 


Langol discusses the use of technology to meet specific goals in the music curriculum. She first stresses the importance of determining the specific concepts you want to teach using technology, then targeting the goal using an appropriate software program. The rest of the article is a personal account and tutorial of Virtual Drummer, a free drum sequencer downloadable from the Internet. This program  can meet the composing and arranging standard in the music classroom as well as allow the students to practice working with rhythms. Though the article is a plug for one specific program solely about one concept, it was helpful to see how one educator used technology to boost her curriculum to a new level. I may link the full text of this article on a part of my website specifically addressing technology ideas for teachers. 

Reniger, Rosemary, (2000). Music Education in a Digital World. Teaching Music. August 


2000, 8:1, p. 24-31. 


Reniger reviews the history of technology in music education in order to present ideas about the present and future. She begins by exploring the technology of the late 1960s in which educators had to face the frustrations of vinyl records and cassette tapes, only to be replaced by the ease of Cds in 1982. She discuses the importance of MIDI and the Internet as tools teachers could access in the 1990s and touches on keyboard labs for students to explore music concepts and general computer labs for CD-ROM exploration and other MIDI based software. Reniger goes on to discuss the future of music classrooms as she describes the changes we will probably see as a result of the Internet and other technology coming into the music room. She predicts that room set-up, teacher training, and video conferencing may be the biggest technology changes we might see in the future. 

Silverman, Morrine. (1999). The W.onderful W.orld of W.ebsites. American Music 


Teacher.  February-March 1999, 48(4), p.21-26. 


Silverman has taken al of the grunt work out of web surfing for music sites by presenting a 5-page list of categorized, reviewed websites for music. Some of the categories include All Inclusive Music, Composers, Definitions and Stuff, Injuries, Strings, Percussion, Piano, Jazz, Libraries, Music and the Law, Music and the Media, Games,… and much more. This article is a must have on the shelf of the music teacher looking to go to a specific website for a specific concept. I will be browsing each link for content appropriateness for urban and elementary general music for inclusion on my website.

Thibeault, Matthew. (2001). Sharing Music Programs through the Internet. Teaching 


Music. August 2001, 9(1), p. 30-34. 


Thibeault, a California music educator who teaches a large population of computer users, shares his experiences and goals in creating websites and resources for parents through the internet about his music program. Since the majority of students have computers in their homes, he wanted to build a website that would meet music standards outside of the school day and serve as a communication tool for parents as well as a place for extension of lessons presented in class which are primarily Orff and Dalcroze focused. Thibeault explains the benefits of this technology and provides a comprehensive list of resources for the educator wishing to start to build a website for their music program to share student work and enhance one's own teaching portfolio.

Books

Berz, William L. and Bowman, Judith. Applications of Research in Music Technology.


Reston, VA: Music Educators National Conference. 1994. 

Pontiff, Elizabeth and Keating, Andrea (Eds.). Spotlight on Technology in the Music 


Classroom: Selected articles from state MEA journals. Reston, VA: Music 


Educators National Conference. 2003. 

Reese, Sam, McCord, Kimberly, and Walls, Kimberly (Eds.) Strategies for Teaching: Technology. 

Reston, VA: Music Educators National Conference. 2001.

