YOUR NAMES:_________________________________
CLASS__________________

YOUR NAMES:_________________________________
CLASS__________________


COMPOSER RESEARCH FORM

Composer’s Full Name ___________________________________________

A.     Dates (born/died)____________________________________

B.     Where is he/she from?________________________________

II.  His Background & Childhood

A.     Parents __________________________________________________________

B.     Brothers & Sisters __________________________________________________

C.     What instruments did he/she play? _____________________________________

III. Education

A.     Colleges __________________________________________________________

B.     Music Schools _____________________________________________________

C.     Teachers or Instructors or Directors ____________________________________

IV.  Compositions, Career, and Reputation
A.     Style of Music _____________________________________________________

B.     Kinds of Music, such as operas, symphonies, etc. _________________________

C.     Characteristics of his/her music, what was it like, what did it sound like? _____________________________________________________________________

D.     How many songs did he/she write in his lifetime? __________________________

E.      His/Her Friends, who were they, what were they like? ______________________________________________________________________

F.      Who did he/she work for? ____________________________________________

V. Tell about one of this person’s most famous compositions (e.g. Symphony #5, Prelude of a Fawn, etc..)______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

VI.  Illness & Death
A.     Sickness? ______________________________________________________

B.     Age when he/she died ____________________________________________

C.     Any info about funeral, like music played, etc. _________________________________________________________________
ANY OTHER INTERESTING FACTS YOU FOUND OR YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT THIS COMPOSERS MUSIC:

___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

MEDIA CHECKLIST
Find at least one photo from the internet for EACH of the following topics:

1. COMPOSER PHOTO
2. CHILDHOOD PHOTO (or family photo)
3. INSTRUMENT PHOTO (find a photo of an instrument s/he played)
4. EDUCATION PHOTO (schools where s/he attended, photos of teachers)
5. MUSIC PHOTO (try to find a photo of a musical score by this composer, or front cover of a score)
6. EXTRA PHOTOS (these could be any other interesting photos you find when researching this composer)
BROADWAY MUSICAL RESEARCH FORM

JUST THE FACTS

1. Who is the writer of the musical or stage play?_______________________________

2. Who is the lyricist? ____________________________________________________

3. When was it written?___________________________________________________

4. What is the story about?________________________________________________

5. When did it open on Broadway? __________________________________________
6. How long was the run of the show? _______________________________________
7. What theater on Broadway did the musical open at? __________________________
DIG DEEPER: THE WRITER

After you have found out this information you are going to want to do some deeper research. Find out where the writer was born, what age he was when he wrote the story, and also find out if the story relates in any way to the writers life. Write your findings here:________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

DIG DEEPER: THE TIME PERIOD

The time period that the show was written in is also very important. Do some research about the decade that the show was written. What were some important events that happened in this time period? Do they have any connections or impact on the story of the musical?

___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

DIG DEEPER: THE SYNOPSIS

Part of doing your research should also include reading some of the script and seeing the show if it is still playing.  Reading the play and viewing the show will help you get a better of understanding of the plot and characters. Try to find a plot synopsis and SUMMARIZE it here:

___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

BROADWAY POPULARITY

When researching a musical you should also find out:

What year was the show produced? ________________________________________

Who was the producer? _____________________

What was the length of the run? (how long was it on Broadway?__________________

Some Broadway shows run over 1,000 performances over a number of years. Learning these statistics will help you decide the popularity of the musical. Musicals like Cats and Rent ran on Broadway for 8+ years and were some of the most popular musicals in Broadway history. Others shows were closed on or before opening night due to bad reviews or bad acting. Was your show popular and why or why not?________________

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Are there any other interesting facts or opinions you found when researching this musical? Write them here:

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

MEDIA CHECKLIST
Find at least one photo from the internet for EACH of the following topics:

1. WRITER/LYRICIST PHOTO
2. POSTER PHOTO (image of the original Broadway Musical Poster or logo)
3. CAST/CHARACTER PHOTO (find a photo of any or all members of the cast)
4. AT LEAST 2 PERFORMANCE PHOTOS (photos of the performance of the musical)
5. EXTRA PHOTOS (these could be any other interesting photos you find when researching this musical)

