The Music Man 




Name_________________________
A Musical Study Guide

1. During the Overture(opening credits) write your prediction of what will happen in the plot of the movie.

2. How is the first musical number, sung by the men on the train, like a rap?

3. Where does the train stop?

4. Who was actually on the train the whole time?

5. What kind of town in River City, Iowa?

6. Judging from the costumes and scenery, what time period does this story take place?

7. What’s the professor’s real name?

8. What is the name of the Mayors wife?

9. Circle the words that best describe Mrs. Shinn. (Hint: this music comes up later in the form of a song.)

Slow and long
Pretty and light
Fast and busy

10. What does Professor Hill say will cause “Trouble in River City”?

11. What character is the female leading role?

12. What kind of speech impediment does Winthrop have?

13. Why do the people of River City go to the high school gymnasium?

14. What does Prof. Hill want to do?

15. How many trombones “Led the big parade” in Prof. Hill’s song?

16. What will be happening later that evening in Madison Park?

17. Who does Prof. Hill get to sing “barbershop” in the park? (Hint: There’s four of them.)

18. What do the “Pick-a-little, Talk-a-little” ladies do?

19. What does Prof. Hill go to the library to pick up?

20. What happens in the library?

21. How does Prof. Hill sell the mayor a B flat Flugelhorn?

22. Where is Prof. Hill from?

23. Where does Tommy want to meet the Mayor’s daughter?

24. What brings packages to River City?

25. What gets Winthrop so excited?

26. Where does the ban have its first practice?

27. How does Prof. Hill always manage to get away from the Board Members?

28. Who comes to town to tell the truth about Prof. Hill?

29. Where does Prof. Hill want to meet Marion?

30. What dance song do the townspeople request in the park?

31. What is the River City Ladies Society Interpretive Dance about?

32. What happens when the town hears that Prof. Hill is trying to scam them?

33. What happens when the town gathers at the high school again?

34. Who becomes one of the baton twirlers in the band?

35. How many trombones end up playing in Prof. Hill’s band? (Hint: It’s the name of the song which is the Finale.)

36. Which actress played Marion the Librarian? (Hint: She also played Laurey in “Oklahoma”!)

